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Fijian natives—what is to be their share in the future of the
colony is a most interesting social and political problem.
'The relationship between the Indians and the Fijians is
for the most part excellent—even in close association as
landlord and tenant, they get along together very well. The
Indian settler, having provided the solution of various
labour problems and become active primary producers, have
been a blessing to Fiji, and have made the colony prosperous.
In return they have been provided with freedom, health and
prosperity to a degree they could never have known in
overcrowded India. Generally, they are good and law-
abiding citizens. They are now so large a community that
special provision has to be made for them in connection with
all social services and public utilities. For a time they carried
on an agitation for political equality with the Europeans;
but in more recent years they seem to have settled down in
peace and contentment.'
Since the above paragraphs were written the problem of
political equality has been raised in a much stronger form
by the Indian community, and as the European represent
about two and a half per cent, of the total population, the
increasing pressure from the Indians to political representa-
tion in the colony's administration will lead to an awkward
situation.
It was undoubtedly partly due to the claims of the Indians
for political representation that led Sir Harry Luke to
suspend constitutional government at the beginning of the
war, and substitute government by degree.
Tahiti has its Chinese, Fiji has its Indians, and New Cale-
donia has its Japanese. Although they are outnumbered by
the Javanese and Tonkinese, there is an important difference
in that the Japanese are all free settlers while the others as
indentured labourers can be repatriated at will by the
government. As we have seen m an earlier chapter, the
Japanese in New Caledonia were brought out as indentured
labourers in the early days of the colony, and having served
their period of indentureship elected to remain on the
island.

